
Global Innovation through  
Science and Technology

"We believe entrepreneurs can create jobs that fortify relationships between countries, build global markets, and 
help fulfill the dreams of all who desire the freedom to make of their lives what they will."

- President Barack Obama

Startup Boot Camps
Support science and technology (S&T) startups through hands-on mentorship, 
training activities and information on funding, led by U.S. and local 
entrepreneurs and investors.

“GIST has been the most awesome startup boot camp! The lineup of 
mentors and judges is phenomenal.” – Microsoft, Malaysia 

Tech-I Competition
Determines top aspiring S&T innovators through online video pitches voted 
on globally. Finalists improve skills and pitch at the Global Entrepreneurship 
Summit and receive 3 months of mentorship. Winners earn modest grants.

“[GIST] was our shortcut towards better connections and visibility.”  
 – Ziad Sankari, GIST Tech-I winner and CardioDiagnostics founder 

GIST (Global Innovation through Science and Technology) empowers young innovators through networking, 
skills building, mentoring, and access to financing to develop startup solutions that address economic and 

development challenges. Since 2011, GIST has engaged with more than 2.8 million innovators and entrepreneurs 
worldwide, and mentored over 4,500 startups that have generated more than $80 million in revenue.    

The GIST initiative is led by the U.S. Department of State. 

TECHCONNECT

Global Innovation Community
NEW! GIST Net helps the most connected generation in history advance their 
ventures by sharing and learning from peers and successful entrepreneurs 
with diverse backgrounds and experiences. GIST Net supports science and 
technology entrepreneurs in emerging economies as they build innovative 
new businesses to tackle their community's most pressing challenges.  

TechConnects are live interactive webcasts on entrepreneurship topics that 
enable global youth to ask leading experts for advice. gistnetwork.org

GIST inspires, identifies, supports, and connects young innovators across the globe through:



Global Innovation through Science and Technology
Operating in 86 Emerging Economies

Afghanistan
Albania
Algeria 
Azerbaijan
Bahrain
Bangladesh 
Belarus
Belize
Benin
Bosnia & Herzegovina
Botswana
Brunei 
Burkina Faso 
Burundi
Chad
Chile
Colombia
Comoros Islands 
Congo (Republic of)
Cote d’Ivoire
Djibouti 
Dominican Republic
Egypt 
El Salvador
Eritrea 
Ethiopia
Gambia 
Georgia
Ghana

Guatemala
Guinea 
Honduras
Indonesia 
Iraq
Jamaica
Jordan 
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Kuwait 
Kyrgyzstan 
Lebanon 
Lesotho
Liberia
Macedonia
Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia 
Maldives Islands 
Mauritania 
Mauritius
Mexico
Moldova
Mongolia
Montenegro
Morocco 
Mozambique
Namibia
Nicaragua

Niger 
Nigeria 
Oman 
Pakistan
Panama
Peru
Philippines
Qatar
Rwanda
Saudi Arabia 
Senegal 
Serbia
Sierra Leone 
South Africa
Tajikistan
Tanzania
Thailand
Togo
Tunisia
Turkey 
Turkmenistan 
Uganda
Ukraine
United Arab Emirates 
Uzbekistan
Vietnam
Yemen
Zambia

gistnetwork.org


