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learning from peers and 
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and experiences. 
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seize the world’s 
opportunities, 
magic can happen.” 
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and Glassdoor
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GIST NETWORK

The GIST Network partnership is launching GIST Net, a user-driven resource to help young science and technology 
entrepreneurs in emerging economies navigate the obstacles to building viable companies. GIST Net connects 
entrepreneurs to: peers globally and in their communities, mentors, experts, and access to financing. This public-
private partnership gives science and technology entrepreneurs access to needed resources and advice thanks to the 
intellectual and creative contributions of the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation, Founder Institute, Gust, NestGSV, 
NovoED, Ponscio, Stanford Technology Ventures Program, TechWadi, the U.S. Department of State, and VentureWell 
(formerly NCIIA).

WHY NOW? 
60% of the world’s population is under the age of 30, and in 2013, the global youth unemployment rate was 
estimated at 12.6%, or 73 million people. Not only does this undermine their wellbeing, but it impacts the stability of 
countries worldwide, especially emerging economies. Science and technology, innovation, and entrepreneurship are 
proven engines of opportunity and economic growth. 

HOW IT WORKS:

GIST Net’s online community provides

 � Facilitated peer-to-peer discussions where you can brainstorm solutions with others who have walked in your shoes

 � Mentors from top U.S. universities, Silicon Valley startups and your local community ready to share their expertise

 � Live and on-demand programming, including pages focused on your community

 � Access to international angel investors and venture capitalists and a meeting place to find entrepreneurial  
team members

The Global Innovation through Science & Technology (GIST) initiative operates at the intersection of science & technology, innovation, and 
entrepreneurship to empower individual innovators and to strengthen entrepreneurial ecosystems. GIST equips young men and women with the skills they 
need to be successful entrepreneurs and leaders who turn their ideas into new ventures that transform their communities. Since its launch in 2011, GIST 
has engaged with more than 2.8 million innovators and entrepreneurs around the world, providing training to over 4,500 startups that have generated 
more than $80 million in revenue.


