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GIST TechConnects 
are live webcasts on 
entrepreneurship topics  
that enable global youth  
to ask inspiring experts  
for advice.

“I know an 
entrepreneur who 
bootstrapped a 
rocket.”

-  Dr. Susan Amat, 
Founder of Venture Hive

Pictured L-R; Shari Loessberg (MIT), Raj Kumar (Devex), and Dr. Susan Amat (Venture Hive).



GIST TechConnects 

GIST TechConnects link global science and technology entrepreneurs to U.S. experts through sessions at the 
Department of State’s Interactive Studio. TechConnects have reached tens of thousands of viewers worldwide  
and prove that innovation and entrepreneurship know no boundaries in today’s global marketplace. 

TechConnects are available on demand at http://1.usa.gov/1g97mMs.  

TechConnects deliver high value content: 
Practical insights on cross-cutting topics empower young innovators to take their startups from ideas to reality. 
Previous TechConnects covered topics including ideation, lab to market, bootstrapping, crowdfunding, and media 
engagement.  

TechConnects attract industry leaders including: 

The Global Innovation through Science & Technology (GIST) initiative operates at the intersection of science & technology, innovation, and 
entrepreneurship to empower individual innovators and to strengthen entrepreneurial ecosystems. GIST equips young men and women with the skills they 
need to be successful entrepreneurs and leaders who turn their ideas into new ventures that transform their communities. Since its launch in 2011, GIST 
has engaged with more than 2.8 million innovators and entrepreneurs around the world, providing training to over 4,500 startups that have generated 
more than $80 million in revenue.

Dr. Susan Amat, VentureHive 
Rich Barton, Co-Founder and Chairman of Zillow and Glassdoor 
Dr. Jill Becker, CXO & 02139 Inc. 
Jason Best, Co-Founder of Crowdfund Capital Advisors 
Nolan Bushnell, Founder of Atari
Brad Feld, Managing Director of Foundry Group 

Jeff Hoffman, Co-Founder of Priceline.com
Karen Kerrigan, President & CEO of Small Business  
& Entrepreneurship Council 
Mark Roberge, CRO Hubspot
Chris Schroeder, Co-Founder and former CEO of  
HealthCentral.com

TechConnects inspires: 
Young entrepreneurs have praised GIST TechConnects as:

 � “A really inspirational and awesome panel, one of the most useful hours I’ve spent in my life!” 
 � “Really valuable info from the speakers on how to bootstrap.”
 � “Awesome, thanks for the mental boost!”  


